
2200 Deck Inboard and Outboard
Words and Pictures by Anton Pretorius

Although Twin Boats and Trailers’ are proud of each and every 
one of their quality-constructed crafts, there is a particular model 
that shines a little brighter than the rest. 
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T
win Boats and Trailer’s 
Sensation 2200 Deck defines 
the ultimate expression 
of a very special breed of 

excitement. With generous seating 
capacity, superior power and handling 
as well as reliable construction, the 
2200 Deck is surely a boat dear to any 
leisure boater’s heart.

Leisure Boating travels to the 
picturesque Vaal River to review Twin 
Boats and Trailers’ Sensation 2200 Deck.

A brand you can trust
It’s no secret that the Vereeniging-
based Twin Boats and Trailers team 
of Andre and Riaan van Helsdingen 
are prosperous, highly-regarded and 
probably one of South Africa’s most 
prolific boat builders. 

The duo has been supplying the 
industry with quality-built crafts for the 
past 11 years and according to them, 
“Experience is perhaps the best teacher 
when it comes to boat construction” 
– and it seems they’ve learned their 
lesson well.  

Their Sensation range features a 
unique lamination schedule that puts 

the strength where it’s needed without 
adding unnecessary weight, thus 
increasing the performance and fuel 
economy of their crafts. 

The lamination process features an 
advanced gelcoat that offers superior 
resistance to yellowing, fading and 
chalking. To help prevent hull blisters, 
Twin Boats also use isopholic resin 
because of its superior bonding and 
exceptional flexibility. 

Conditions for test
There is nothing drier than a 
mid-winter’s day in Gauteng and 
the banks of the Vaal River near 
Vereeniging was no exception. And 
even though there were many leafless 
Willow trees and arid grass along the 
banks, the Vaal River still remains one 
of South Africa’s most picturesque 
boating destinations.

While launching the Sensation 
2200 Deck into the water, the sight 
of antelope and other small creatures 
drinking from the water was noticeable 
all around us. We were in the heart of 
the Bosveld, and a most apt backdrop 
for the lion-like 2200 Deck.
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General Impression
My first impression of the Sensation 
2200 Deck was of her dishy and elegant 
appearance accentuated by strong 
lines and handsome curves on her 22-ft 
(6.7m) body. The 2200 Deck also sports 
some broad shoulders and a wide beam 
(2.6m), allowing for passengers to 
stretch out comfortably while on board.

Weighing in at 1 840 kg, she’s a tad 
heavy, but deceivingly quick. From the 
side, the long, swept-back curves give 
the impression of a boat that’s capable 
of real speed – and this was before we 
had even started the motors! 

Stepping on board the 2200 Deck, 
you instantly feel safe, protected, and 
out of harm’s way. She has an elevated 

hull design, high gunnels and a large 
wrap-around windscreen – keeping you 
dry inside and the elements out.

Dams and rivers are the perfect 
setting for the Sensation 2200 Deck to 
flourish in. Twin Boats are renowned 
for constructing powerful boats making 
them excellent for skiing, tubing or 
wakeboarding – ideal in fact for the 
family boater.

She’s durable and fast, but offers 
excellent handling capabilities meaning 
that skipper’s won’t be able to resist the 
urge of opening her throttle to send her 
skimming down the river or dam.

Deck Layout
The 2200 Deck’s interior is laid out 
to maximise onboard room without 
adding unnecessary weight to the craft. 
At the bow there are three separately 
cushioned places to perch with storage 
compartments underneath. Stainless 
steel grab rails and cupholders are 
positioned up front for safety and 
convenience respectively.

A walk-through windscreen leads 
into a carpeted cockpit area with a large 

Measuring in at 6.7m, and with a width of 2.6m, the Sensation 2200 Deck is capable of carrying a maximum of 10 passengers on board.

A walk-through windscreen leads into a carpeted cockpit area with a large ski-hatch to store all 
your water sports equipment.
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ski-hatch built into the deck all ready 
to store a wide variety of water sports 
equipment. Two low-slung, swivel 
bucket seats provide comfortable 
seating for skipper and co-pilot. 

The dashboard is the epitome of 
simplicity, complete with hydraulic 
steering and plenty of legroom. 
However, it first and foremost gives the 
Sensation 2200 Deck that decidedly 
racy look. A handy cubby hole is found 
in front of the co-pilot’s chair alongside 
a Boss Marine radio and CD player. Aft 
seating is comprised of a long stretch 
of bench and two separate seats 
which form a U-shape curve along with 
maximum comfort for your guests.

Storage underneath this stern bench 
is large, ensuring any leftover sports 
gear or unused lifejackets can now be 
safely stowed away and not left lying 
around and cluttering up the deck.

A 40-litre freshwater tank supplies 
water to the basin just behind the 
captain’s chair. A shower and second 
basin are situated just forward of the 
navigator’s seat and can be closed off 
completely for privacy. 

Measuring in at 6.7m, and with a width of 2.6m, the Sensation 2200 Deck is capable of carrying a maximum of 10 passengers on board.

Two low-slung, swivel bucket seats provide comfortable seating for skipper and co-pilot.

A 40-litre freshwater tank supplies water to the basin just behind the captain’s chair.

At the bow there are separate cushioned seats with storage compartments underneath.
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Performance and handling
Now that we’ve covered the craft’s 
interior we can move onto the really 
exciting part – what to put on the back. 
The 2200 Deck is available in inboard 
and outboard versions and while both 
are equally powerful in their own 
right, the choice really comes down to 
personal preference.

As tested with a 225 HP Mercury 
Optimax outboard motor, the 2200 Deck 

is a beast on the water. The shining 
black monster of a motor purred like a 
kitten while idling and didn’t overpower 
passenger conversations. But as soon 
as she took off, she roared like a lion, 
but still not overly deafening – more like 
music to the ears. 

With the outboard motor, she popped 
onto the plane within 6.72 seconds and 
reached a top speed of nearly 70 km/h 
(37 knots) at 6 500 rpm when fitted 

with a 19-pitch propeller. This prop is 
designed more for torque rather than 
top speed and can be fully trimmed. We 
also managed a good cruising speed of  
42 km/h at 3 500 rpm. 

The Optimax 225 proved to be 
exceptionally powerful out of the blocks, 
and even though her cornering ability is of 
high class, we couldn’t help but notice a 
slight drop in speed. We felt that a Verado 
300 would be perfect, but nonetheless,  
225 HP will certainly blow your hair back 
across the water.  

The inboard version proved equally 
impressive. The 2200 Deck Inboard is 
fitted with a 4-Stroke 5-litre Mercruiser 
MPI that pushes out 260 HP via a 
single propeller. We established a 
top speed of 77 km/h (41 knots) at  
6 800 revs. The inboard popped onto 
the plane within 6.58 seconds and we 
registered a good cruising speed similar 
to that of the outboard version. 

Being such a large boat, you’d imagine 
she would require plenty of space while 
cornering. However, the hull grips 

The inboard 2200 Deck, fitted with a 5-litre Mercruiser, popped onto the plane in 6.58 seconds and displayed excellent handling capabilities.
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the water and turns sharply without 
fault. To make steering even more 
pleasurable, this boat is equipped with 
hydraulic steering that makes cornering 
finger-light and an absolute doddle. 

When cutting through its own and 
other boats’ wake, it’s evident that 
she’s built for strength as there is no 
reverberation felt through the hull. 
Similarly, when running, there is no 
sound of water lapping up against the 
hull of the craft. But just because she’s 
silent as she skims across the water 
doesn’t mean she isn’t responsive – 
her overall handling capabilities proved 
more than adequate.

Finishing touches
Twin Boats sets the standard when it 
comes to manufacturing their boats 
and provide more amenities as standard 
equipment rather than optional extras. 

The craft has sufficient equipment as 
well as lavish décor and trim finishes 
adding to the overall feel and design of 
the craft. We also found the Sensation 
2200 Deck to have impeccable attention 
to detail.

The 2200 Deck features stainless 
steel telescopic ladders fore and aft and 
numerous stainless steel cupholders 
and grab rails. A quality Boss Marine 
sound system provides crisp, clear 
sound to turn some envious heads on 
the water.

Looking through the windscreen is a 
pleasure, with glass windows providing 
180 degrees of unblocked vision. 
Although many people advise against 
the use of glass on boats, both Andre 
and Riaan don’t see a problem with this, 
as the majority of American boats, some 
of the safest in the world, all offer their 
boats with glass windscreens. 

Conclusion
The Sensation 2200 Deck is not just a 
pretty face and on the water she doesn’t 
disappoint. The 2200 Deck is definitely 
included in my top 10 list of boats tested 
to date. Strapping, strong and sturdy 
with a commanding and reassuring 
on-water presence, there is little about 
this boat that you won’t like.

I am a fan of deck boats for the simple 
reason they can easily accommodate up 
to the maximum amount of passengers 
on board as per the manufacturer’s 
plate, something not all crafts are able 
to fulfil.

Her V-bottom hull can effortlessly be 
manoeuvred on the water surface. So 
with the entire family on board, you’ll 
still experience much the same speed, 
handling and control while pulling a skier 
or wakeboarder.

The cherry on top is that she is 
locally made by a carefully selected 
team of specialised boat builders, 
who manufacture deck boats of the 
utmost quality and precision. For more 
information on the Sensation 2200 Deck, 
contact Andre or Riaan van Helsdingen 
on (016) 366 1630, or drop them an 
email on andre@twinboats.co.za or  
riaan@twinboats.co.za.

The outboard version of the Sensation 22 Deck is fitted with the powerful 225 HP Mercury 
Optimax and capable of reaching 70 km/h. 

At a glance

LOA:  22-ft (6.7m)
Weight:  1 840 kg
Beam:  2.6m
Engine:  Inboard: 5-litre Mercruiser MPI (4-stroke) 
 Outboard: 225 HP Mercury Optimax (4-stroke)
Top Speed:  between 70 – 77 km/h at 6 000 rpm
Steering:  Hydraulic
Max Passengers:  10
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