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BOAT REVIEW



The versatile, up-market Sensation 1800LS series of sports boat, perfect for skiing, 
cruising the river or just plain having fun, is manufactured right here in South Africa by 
Twin Boats and Trailers in Vereeniging. The company is run by twin brothers Andre and 
Riaan, who are real hands-on guys who are more likely to be found in the workshop 
building a boat than sitting behind a desk. The build quality of their boats is so exceptional 
that demand has increased to necessitate their factory’s working every single day for the 
past two months
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Conditions for test
After a light morning shower storm 
at the Vaal River near Johannesburg, 
we got the chance to take this multi-
task boat out onto the water. The sun 
was just beginning to burst through the 
clouds, and with a slight hint of a breeze, 
the boating conditions were ideal for a 
quick ski!

General impression
Although this Sensation is 18 ft long she 
gives the impression she’s a whole lot 
longer. My first thought was that she’s 
too stylish and sophisticated to be out 
having fun on the water – she has a fancy, 
wood-trimmed dashboard and classy 
instrumentation. She put me in mind of 
a business woman, dressed in her finest 
Gucci suit, with a beach ball and umbrella 
under her arm; it just seemed surprising 
that a boat of this build quality could be 
made for wakeboarders and skiers alike. 
Little did we know, though, that this 
beauty had a playful side.

Her interior is tan covered, with black 
piping, and the polished wood dash has 
chromed gauge trimmings and a very 
classy steering wheel. And although 
the Sensation 1800LS may look smart, 
her practicality does shine through. 
She stands high out of the water – a 
plus factor in my books as not only 
does this prevent water from splashing 
over the bow, but it also makes the 
craft more family-friendly for those 
with younger kids. 

An optional Monster Tower 
transforms the elegant lines of the 
Sensation into a serious boat for 
wakeboarders and waterskiers. Those 
who are after a bit of sun while cruising 
can look forward to very comfortable 
seating all around the vessel with the 
bow rider configuration up front, a 

swivel captain’s seat, and an L-shaped 
rear lounger where one can sunbathe, 
seat your mates or just chill out while 
cruising on the river.

Launching and trailering
I had a chance to tow the craft to 
the twins’ private slipway, some 60 
kilometres from the factory, and the 
journey encompassed all types of road 
conditions: we travelled along the 
highway, through traffic congestion, 
and along a sandy farm road. We used 
the latest SsangYong Kyron 2.7 litre 
turbo diesel as the tow car and found it 
had more than enough power to tow this 
craft; however, the effortless drive can 
also be attributed in part to the skills of 
Twin Boats and Trailers, who build their 
own trailers to suit their boats.

Once at the steep slipway, it was 
merely a case of undoing ropes, 
reversing the trailer into the water, and 
using the boat’s reverse gear to launch 
easily off the trailer. Poles on the side of 

“She stands high 
out of the water”

Thanks to the L-shaped lounger, maximum seating is provided aboard and a bimini top gives you that bit of shade on a hot summer’s day.
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the trailer’s frame allow you to launch or 
recover your boat in the most awkward 
of situations, and this feature is most 
useful if you have limited launching and 
retrieval crew. 

Deck layout
The 1800LS can take six passengers 
in comfort, thanks to the wrap-around 
couch found at the rear. The captain’s  
seat can swivel around to face the 
lounge area, a great attribute for when 
anchored and enjoying sundowners 
on board. The bow seating area has 
comfortable cushioning with numerous 
cup holders, and if you like a little music, 
there are marine speakers to assist in 
keeping the party alive. A fridge built 
into the walkthrough side panel adjacent 
to the windscreen is a useful addition 
for those who are going to spend many 
hours out on the water.

A large amount of careful planning 
has gone into the design and layout of 
the instrumentation – it is all within easy 

vision and reach of the person piloting 
the boat, and I found the seat to be really 
comfortable. The 1800LS has a full wet 
deck with no carpeting to worry about, 
although we did think this might be a 
nice optional feature.

Performance
The Sensation 1800LS can take an engine 
with a horsepower rating of between 90 
HP and 150 HP. The motor fitted for 
our test was the Mercury 115 OptiMax, 
and when planing, the engine runs at a 
smooth 3 000 rpm. We were able to get 
a maximum of 68 km/h (gauge reading) 
out of her on flat water, but I felt that an 
extra 20 horses to pop a wakeboarder 
or skier out of the water would probably 
be better. But what she may have been 
lacking in acceleration was more than 
made up for when cranking tight turns in 
confined waters – it’s like the boat was 
on rails. It’s truly an awesome experience 
to be planing at top speed and taking a 
very tight corner, and then coming out 

of the turn at the same speed you were 
travelling when you entered it.

 I’ve had first-hand experience on 
how Twin Boats and Trailers build their 
boats, and this level of quality in 

The Mercury 115 HP OptiMax outboard propells the Sensation 1800LS to a good 68 km/h.

Gary Randall from Leisure Boating:
“They say that dynamite comes in small packages 
and in the case of the 1800LS this fact soon  
becomes evident – from off the mark to doing 
full-lock turns at full throttle, the 1800LS handled 
everything I threw at her with aplomb. The match 
between the 1800LS and the 115 HP Mercury 
in my opinion has a good power-to-weight ratio 
resulting in fine acceleration and precise handling 
capabilities.”
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manufacture with its resultant strength 
provide impressive solidity when cruising 
on choppy water. The chimes are 
perfectly placed to give you the stability 
you would expect from a ride in a much 
more expensive craft.

Finishing touches
The Sensation 1800LS has a powerful 
sound system comprising four speakers 
and one sub woofer located around the 
craft. A Boss CD front loader protected by 
a cubby-hole cover is mounted in front of 
the front passenger seat. A stainless steel 

boarding ladder hinges off the stern to 
assist swimmers in getting back aboard.

Conclusion
This craft that meets a vast range of 
boating needs. The Sensation 1800LS 
offers great flexibility, from simply 
cruising along a river, perhaps doing a 
little social fishing, to the excitement of 
wakeboarding or waterskiing. And 
don’t forget that fridge for essential thirst-
quenching refreshments after hours of 
fun in the sun.

At a glance

SsangYong Kyron 270 Xdi Auto
Fuel type: Diesel
Displacement: 2 698 cc
Power: 121 kW @ 4 000 rpm
Torque: 340 Nm @ 1 800 – 3 250 rpm
Engine: 5 Cylinder inline

Turbo with intercooler

At a glance:

1800LS specs

Price: Contact for price

Length: 5.5 m
Width: 2.15 m

Nicely finished: The 1800LS sports a classy interior.

The Vengeance stainless steel propeller.
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